INSTRUCTIONS
The information that follows provides an overview of the key
elements of the draft Joint Parks & Recreation Master Plan.
After reviewing the information please share your feedback
by clicking on the accompanying link on the Town and City
websites.
All feedback gathered will be reviewed and the Master Plan
will be adjusted as necessary and finalized by the end of
October. Feedback will be collected between September
22nd and October 5th.

WHAT IS THE JOINT PARKS &
RECREATION MASTER PLAN?
The City of North Battleford and the Town of Battleford
partnered to develop a Joint Parks & Recreation Master
Plan. The Master Plan assessed the current state of
spaces, facilities, programs, and activities then made
recommendations regarding the provision of parks and
recreation services for residents and visitors over the next 10
years. The recommendations can be achieved through the
City and Town working together; each can also implement the
recommendations individually.

HOW WAS THE MASTER PLAN DEVELOPED?
A thorough program of research was completed and is briefly described below. This research was the foundation upon which
the recommendations were developed.

Battlefords
Context
About the Battlefords
- including population and
expected growth.

Service
Delivery
Who delivers parks and
recreation services in
the Battlefords.
What are the costs of providing
parks and recreation services.

Beneﬁts of Parks
and Recreation
How communities and
individuals benefit from
parks and recreation.

Inventory and
Utilization
Lists of the indoor and
outdoor facilities and amenities
and how well are they used.

Trends and
Leading Practices
The trends in activity
participation, service delivery,
and facility development.

Comparative
Analysis
How are parks and recreation
services provided in some
other communities.

Planning and
Policy Background
How local, provincial, and
national plans, policies, and
frameworks impact the provision
of parks and recreation.

Engagement
Surveys were used to gather
the thoughts of residents
and community organizations.
Conversations were held with
stakeholders in the community.

HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
FINDINGS (SELECTED)
KEY RESULTS FROM HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
96% AGREE THAT PARKS AND RECREATION ARE IMPORTANT
TO THEIR HOUSEHOLD

83% OVERALL SATISFIED WITH PARKS AND RECREATION

ARE THERE ADEQUATE
FACILITIES / AMENITIES
TO SATISFY RECREATION
NEEDS IN THE
BATTLEFORDS REGION

79% ATTENDED A MAJOR EVENT
76% PARTICIPATE FOR HEALTH REASONS
75% SATISFACTION WITH CURRENT PROGRAMMING
68% SUPPORT MAINTAINING CURRENT USER FEES
66% AGREE THERE ARE ADEQUATE FACILITIES IN THE REGION
31% COST IS A BARRIER TO PARTICIPATION
SUPPORT FOR JOINTLY FUNDED PARKS AND RECREATION:

52% SOME OPPORTUNITIES; 41% ALL OPPORTUNITIES

19%
No

15%

Unsure

66%
Yes
Yes

JOINT PARKS AND
RECREATION MASTER PLAN
VISION FOR PARKS AND RECREATION IN THE BATTLEFORDS

Parks and recreation in the
Battlefords support residents and
visitors to lead healthier lives, to
achieve fulﬁllment, and to be more
connected to each other and their
community.

GOAL 1

GOAL 2

GOAL 3

GOAL 4

GOAL 5

More Active
Residents

Building
Community
Capacity

Healthier
Facilities and
Spaces

Access for All

Vibrant
Community

GOAL 1: MORE ACTIVE RESIDENTS

DESIRED OUTCOME: Battleford residents of all ages and abilities have the fundamental skills,
competence, confidence and motivation to pursue a variety of leisure pursuits which will keep
them happy and well.

PRIORITIES
• Ensure parks and recreation amenities, programs and services support and provide
appropriate, equitable and impactful opportunities in the Battlefords.
• Create policies, procedures and programs to support the active engagement and support
lifelong participation in parks and recreation.
• Support regional public health initiatives.

GOAL 2: BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY

DESIRED OUTCOME: Collaborations, partnerships and volunteerism are strengthened to
expand the reach and impact of parks and recreation.

PRIORITIES
• Support community groups to build organizational and leadership capacity.
• Facilitate and foster volunteerism in the region.
• Establish a regional leadership team that is united by a common vision and acts as an
advisory body for parks and recreation.

GOAL 3: HEALTHIER FACILITIES AND PARKS

DESIRED OUTCOME: Recreation facilities, spaces and parks within the Battlefords encourage
community cohesion and participation in a variety of leisure pursuits.

PRIORITIES
• Provide high-quality parks and recreation infrastructure efficiently and effectively.
• Employ leading sustainable practices to operations and facility management and design.
• Establish strategies and procedures to ensure public safety and functionality of parks.
• Develop policies and procedures to encourage use of recreation facilities, services and
programs.

GOAL 4: ACCESS FOR ALL

DESIRED OUTCOME: Parks and recreation facilities, services, and programming are accessible,
inclusive and safely support the needs of a growing and diverse population.

PRIORITIES
• Provide equitable access to facilities, services and programs; ensure all parks, spaces and
facilities are welcoming to all.
• Support quality spaces and programs that respond to the Battlefords evolving needs.
• Ensure parks and recreational spaces, programs and services represent Indigenous voices
and culture.
• Create meaningful opportunities to engage youth to identity barriers and experienced
challenges.

GOAL 5: VIBRANT COMMUNITY

DESIRED OUTCOME: Battlefords residents enjoy and benefit from high-quality, animated parks
and recreation amenities, with increased sense of community identity, pride, and spirit.

PRIORITIES
• Recognize parks and recreation as dynamic, important element of regional amenity
provision.
• Focus on hosting community events that foster inclusion and a sense of belonging.
• Enhance communication efforts related to recreation and culture opportunities and
benefits.
• Support the hosting of major sport, arts and cultural events to realize economic and social
benefits.

RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT
RECREATION AMENITIES
The following indoor and outdoor spaces are recommended to be upgraded or for additional space to be added (under a
number of conditions: funding needs to be available and it needs to be a municipal priority).

INDOOR SPACES – UPGRADE EXISTING
OR ADD MORE
• Ice arenas
• Fitness / wellness facilities
• Dedicated youth centre spaces
• Dedicated seniors activity spaces

OUTDOOR SPACES – UPGRADE
EXISTING OR ADD MORE
• Support amenities such as lighting, water
fountains, seating, washrooms
• Multi-use trails (non-motorized)
• Natural areas
• Swimming pools
• Pickleball courts

Service levels for all other amenities are recommended to be maintained or reviewed when major investment is required or
when funding limitations exist.

REGIONAL RECREATION
COLLABORATION
More and more people live and
think regionally and they think local
governments should work together.

96% AGREE
MUNICIPALITIES IN THE REGION
SHOULD WORK TOGETHER WHERE
POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE PARKS AND
RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES.
(Finding from household survey.)

The following recommendations describe a process by which the City of North
Battleford and the Town of Battleford can collaborate on parks and recreation
provision.

1. The City of North Battleford and the Town of Battleford jointly approve and adopted the regional
recreation vision and goals outlined within this Master Plan.

2. A joint City Town Parks and Recreation Committee be formed to support the implementation of this
Joint Master Plan and provide advice to Councils and Administration. The Committee should include
Council, Administration and resident representation.

3. A process is established and agreed upon to deﬁne regional parks and recreation facilities and
services.

4. A new conversation on regional cost sharing and responsibilities take place, aligning with the
agreed upon deﬁnition of regional parks and recreation facilities.

5. A continued focus is given to creating a joint parks and recreation brand, under which regional
opportunities, services and groups are promoted.

TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS!

That’s an overview of the Joint Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Now we’d like to hear your
thoughts.
• Visit the City’s website (www.cityofnb.ca) or the Town’s website (www.battleford.ca) and
go to the Joint Parks and Recreation Master Plan page.
• Click on the link for the Master Plan feedback and share your thoughts.
• You have from September 22nd to October 5th to provide your feedback.
Thanks very much for your interest and for helping create the Joint Parks and Recreation
Master Plan. Your feedback is important to us!

