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   Message from the Mayor 
     Ian Hamilton 
 

On behalf of North Battleford City Council, I am pleased to present the 2014 
Annual Report. This reports shares key accomplishments and highlights of 
the work delivered by the City throughout the year, contributing to the high 
quality of life residents of North Battleford enjoy and indeed, deserve. 
 
2014 was a very busy year for myself, Council and Administration as we 
focused on key initiatives such as community safety enhancement and 
increased city government efficiency through a thorough internal review 
and subsequent re-organization.   
 
Although the achievements in 2014 were many, one achievement in 
particular is worthy of special mention which is the grand opening of the 
Transitional Housing Project in North Battleford in October, 2014. This 
project was established to assist our population facing housing issues and is 
the culmination of tireless efforts on behalf of Council, Administration and our external partners. This project 
exemplifies the true community spirit that exists in our great city. 
 
Administratively, the City filled numerous key vacancies in 2014 including, the City Manager, Mr. Jim Puffalt, the 
Finance Director, Mr. David Gillan, and the City Engineer, Mr. Bob Anthony.  We welcome their expertise and look 
forward to their leadership and guidance to ensure the city continues to deliver the excellent service the citizens of 
North Battleford have enjoyed over the years.  

 
2014 was a year of great accomplishments however I prefer not ǘƻ άǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǳǊŜƭǎέ of past achievements. 
Council and Administration work tirelessly to plan the future needs of the City and will always strive to continue to 
deliver the best possible service to the citizens of North Battleford and meet the challenges that lay ahead in 2015 
and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mayor Ian Hamilton 
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Message from the City Manager 
James Puffalt 

 
2014 was a tremendous year of change for North Battleford as the City 
implemented a large number of new initiatives and programs. 
 
An operational review of our organization was completed to identify ways 
and means to enhance both service and value-for-dollar to our taxpayers, 
with specific objectives of focusing our departments on delivering their main 
lines of business, using a model of teamwork, efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
A full review of issues related to community safety was also completed and 

the creation of a holistic, service-based Community Safety Plan with four 

pillars was achieved:                                                                                                             

1. Creating Opportunities, 
2. Helping Individuals and Families, 
3. Co-ordinating Existing Programs and Developing New Opportunities, and 
4. Crime Prevention and Suppression Strategies. 
 
In reference to pillar #4, 2014 saw the implementation of a ground-breaking and very successful Community Safety 
Officer program in our community.  This is a program that the City of North Battleford piloted for the Province and, 
with its proven astounding results, other municipalities (in other provinces as well) have also begun to implement. 
  
The final major highlight was the complete restructuring of financial reporting to Council with the redesigned 2015 
Budget, completed prior to year-end 2014, which included a major initiative, the UPAR  (Underground Pipe and Asphalt 
Replacement) Program, to make significant progress on addressing the issue for replacement of underground 
infrastructure and street repaving. 
 
2014 was also an amazing year of growth as we experienced a  record setting dollar value in building permits of almost 
$56 million ς ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ .ŀǘǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ 
continued to grow by another 1% bringing the total to 16,747 (Sask Health Figures). 
 
These are exciting times and opportunities abound.  We ask that everyone ς Council, staff and citizens, help to achieve 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻΥ  άb. ǘƘŜ .9{¢έ 
 

Sincerely, 

James Puffalt, RMA, CMMA 

 
 
 

James Puffalt 
City Manager 
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Message from the Director of Finance 
David G. Gillan  
 
It was a privilege to become the Director of Finance of the City of North 
Battleford in May 2014 and to ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Annual Report of Financial 
Statements to His Worship the Mayor, Members of Council, property owners 
and City stakeholders for 2014.  
 
First, let me thank the City staff in Financial Services that provide customer 
service to the public every day.  The City has dedicated staff who are serving 
you with integrity and who have provided new and improved information, 
additional disclosure and increased transparency for the finance functions: 
financial planning, budgeting, asset management, rate setting and financial 
reporting. 
 

 

Financial Highlights of 2014 
 
Operating Results (all figures rounded) 

¶ The 2014 Operating Revenue, including taxation, grants, donations was $37.3 million a decrease of approximately $1.8 
million or approximately 4.5% compared to Revenue of $$39.1 million in 2013. The decrease was comprised of  a 
decrease of fees and charges of approximately  $2.6 million related to one time fees received in 2013 from Northland 
Power, decrease in Land sales gain of approximately $1.1 million offset by increases in conditional grants of 
approximately $1.0 million and taxation and other unconditional revenue of approximately $0.8 milllion.  
 

¶ The 2014 City expenditures were approximately $35.5 million, an increase of approximately $2.1 million or 6.3% 
compared to 2013 due mainly to the one time expense of the transitional housing project in the approximate amount 
of $1.0 million, the one time purchase of curb side roll out garbage bins in the approximate amount of $0.7 million and 
increased amortization expense of approximately $0.4 million. 
 

¶ Capital grants and community pledges/contributions in 2014 totaled approximately $1.2 million and increase of 
approximately $0.2 million or approximately 17% compared to 2013. 

 

¶ The 2014 surplus revenue over expenses was approximately $2.9 million a decrease of approximately 56% or 
approximately $3.7 million compared to 2013 mainly due to lower land sales and the lower fees and charges as 
mentioned above in the amounts of $2.6 million and $1.1 million respectively. 

 

Capital Investment Results (all figures rounded) 
 

¶ Capital asset investments in 2014 totalled approximately $12.0 million an increase of approximately $3.4 million 
compared to 2013  The 2014 capital expenditures were mainly comprised of the following, $7.6 million infrastructure 
assets, $3.1 million in machinery and equipment, $0.6 million in land improvements, $0.3 million in vehicles, $0.2 
million in land and $0.2 million in buildings. 

 
 

David Gillan 
Director of Finance 
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Financial Position (all figures rounded) 
 
 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлмп ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ϷмнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ 

$21.1 million ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ϷуΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŘǳŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

working capital position decreased compared to 2013 by $0.4 million however remains very favourable.  

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜōǘ ŀǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ н014 was approximately $41.3 million and increase of approximately $1.9 

million with new issuance of long term debt in 2014 in the amount of $4.8 million and repayment of debt in 2014 of 

approximately $2.9 million for a net increase of approximately $1.9 million.  

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Accumulated Surplus (Equity) at December 31, 2014 was $136.6 million an increase of approximately $2.9 

million compared to $133.7 million at December 31, 2013. 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
D. G. (David) Gillan, BBA, MBA 
Director of Finance 
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North Battleford City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Cathy Richardson                                       Kelli Hawtin                                         Greg Lighfoot 
                 Councillor                                                  Councillor                                           Councillor       
 

 

Ray Fox 
Councillor 

Ryan Bater 

Councillor 

 

Don Buglas 
Councillor 

Ian Hamilton 
Mayor 
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Community Investment 

The City of North Battleford is growing both in population and economy.  The City municipal government is providing 

services and economic stimulus into various community organizations and services that benefits the greater 

Battleford region and communities situated around the beautiful North Saskatchewan River Valley.   

In 2014, the City provided more than $1.26 million in economic stimulus to many organizations in the community.   

The City paid annual grants to organizations that in turn provide additional social and community support to our 

fellow citizens.  See additional information about the community grants below. 
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The following is a brief description of some of the key community investments: 

Battlefords Chamber of Commerce          $     28,000 
ü The Chamber of Commerce acts as a voice for business in the community, and works to promote and 

represent the business community and its members in economic growth and development through active 
leadership.  In 2014 a fee-for-service contract was in place with the Chamber of Commerce to provide 
operational services for the Visitor Information Centre.   
 
Battlefords Transit System (including Handi-Bus)                                 $         282,096 

ü Provides residents with transportation, allowing those who have no other mode of transportation to still be 
active in the community.  The City provided $140,628 to the transit system and $141,468 to the Handi-bus 
operations, which included a $66,000 operating grant received from the Province.  

 
The Dekker Centre for the Performing Arts                                   $         220,000 

ü Until now there has never been a modern performing arts centre in the Battlefords. This facility is capable 
of hosting many different types of professional acts and entertainment from across North America.  The 
City provided a $220,000 operating grant to the Board of the Dekker Centre for the Performing Arts. 

 
Animal Control / Humane Society                                    $          60,000 

ü The Humane Society provides a shelter for many animals in the Battlefords.  This initiative encourages 
responsible pet ownership and provides an alternative to buying animals from a pet store.  The City 
provided a $60,000 operating grant to the Humane Society and incurs other annual costs for building 
maintenance, building improvements, and the use of Special Constables for animal control. 

 
Lakeland Library Region                                           $        314,424 

ü The Lakeland Library Region acts as the head office for the libraries in our region.  The City, who is the largest 
funder for the Lakeland region, helps pay for the annual operating costs that support improved literacy in 
our communities. The City currently has a funding agreement in place until end of 2015. 

 
North Battleford Library                             $         124,266 

ü The City provides the North Battleford Library with an annual grant for facility operations and additional 
building maintenance support.  The library also houses The Sports Hall of Fame which is also supported by 
the City. 

 
North Battleford Golf and Country Club (NBGCC)                     $           50,000 

ü The City provides an annual $50,000 grant for capital equipment and maintains the water and sewer utility 
infrastructure at the golf course. 
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Battlefords Tourism                                                                       $         110,000 

ü Jointly funded by the Town of Battleford and the City of North Battleford, the City provided funding of 
$110,000 to Battlefords Tourism, which is used to promote tourism in the Battlefords. 
 
Battleford Indian and Metis Friendship Centre                                                                                    $         15,000 

ü The City provided $15,000 to Battleford Indian and Metis Friendship Centre in support of the homeless 
shelter. 

 
Battlefords Boys and Girls Club                                                            $         15,000 

ü The Battlefords Boys & Girls Club is a non-profit agency that provides a safe learning environment for 
children ages 6 to 14. The program includes recreational, cultural, educational, and social experiences for 
children within the community. The City of North Battleford has a contractual commitment over a number 
of years to assist with the construction of the new facility at 1602 103rd. . 
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General Government  
General Government Services are responsible for the day-to-

day transactions that occur within the City. The division of 

General Government consists of Financial Corporate Services, 

Community Communications, Legislative Services, Overhead at 

City Hall, Human Resources, Assessment and Taxation, Special 

Projects, Civic Elections, Insurance, Legal, and Information 

Technology. 

 

2014 Highlights  

In 2014, Council supported a variety of programs, initiatives and 
passed some key bylaws regarding the following: 

¶ Amending traffic and noise bylaws, 

¶ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ όάh/tέύΣ 

¶ Approving the formation of the Community Safety Officer 
Program, 

¶ Passing of  Solid Waste Management bylaws regarding the new 
curbside pickup system, and 

¶ Various local improvements throughout the City . 
 

 
Annual Employee Awards  

 

The 2014 Service Awards Luncheon was held January 28th of 2015 at the Dekker Centre for the Performing Arts 

Lawrence Hall to acknowledge the services of long term employees, champions of Safety, and retirees. 

 


